WW Point/Counterpoint

Dane County Proposes Messner Site
for Homeless Day Resource Center

More than four years
ago, the Dane County
Board of Supervisors
took the rare step of
amending the county
budget in the middle of
the year to address needs
facing the homeless in our community.
This measure, authored by Dane County
Board Supervisor Heidi Weigleitner,
created a new capital budget account in
the county’s finances, directing Dane
County to purchase a site and develop a
new homeless day resource center.

After trying but being unable to
develop such a facility on a couple of
occasions, Supervisor Weigleitner and
the County Board acted this summer to
add more money to the capital budget to
help the county afford the added expense
of acquiring a day resource center closer
to the downtown.

That history led to the current con-
versation involving the former Messner
property along East Washington Avenue.
While the county has closed on the pur-
chase of this property, there are many
steps, including approval from the City
of Madison that must occur before the
day resource center envisioned in that
county budget amendment years ago
becomes reality.

The work to get there will be done in
consult with the neighborhood. Through

open lines of communication and a
shared approach that focuses on how
together we can meet a growing need in
our community while being respectful of
neighborhood concerns.

A successful day resource center
can offer critical housing, employment,
and health services and also be a good
neighbor.

The county has invited representa-
tives of the Tenney-Lapham neighbor-
hood to assist us selecting which entity
will best coordinate an eventual day
resource center operation. A number
of very capable, well-known local ser-
vice providers will be integral to this
project succeeding. Once selected, the
prospective operator will help interested
neighbors get questions answered and
learn more about how such a facility
will work.

Homelessness is a community chal-
lenge that must be addressed through
collaboration. Working together, Dane
County, the City of Madison, service
organizations, homeless advocates,
and the neighborhood can accomplish
a great thing for our community in the
coming year.

I think it is both rational and reason-
able for community members to have
and express concerns when a facility
such as this is proposed. Please know
that Dane County is committed to work-
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ing with you to address your concerns
and develop a homeless day resource
center that helps those who are less
fortunate get back on their feet and of
which we can all be proud.

- Joe Parisi, County Executive
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TNPC Board Does Not Support the County’s Proposal

It was an especially eventful fall se-
mester at Tenney Nursery & Parent Cen-
ter this year. During this past summer,
many of our member families kept up
with news of Dane County’s ongoing ef-
forts to establish a Day Resource Center
to serve homeless citizens, including the
decision in July to borrow an additional
$2 million to better afford a downtown
site. But we were all surprised by the an-
nouncement in the news media on Sep-
tember 23rd that the County Executive
had negotiated an agreement to purchase
the Messner’s building adjacent to Ten-
ney Nursery as the proposed location.
Tenney Nursery’s Board of Directors
was disappointed not to be included in
the discussions among County staff and
officials about possibly acquiring the
Messner building, which we learned
began sometime before the beginning
of August. We nevertheless did our best
to keep our member families informed
about the County’s proposal and to
gather as much feedback as we could.
The Dane County Board authorized the
purchase of the Messner’s property on
November 5th and the County officially

acquired it November 30th. The County
intends to apply to the City of Madison
for a Conditional Use Permit this spring,
renovate the building over the summer,
and open the facility in the fall of 2016.

Just like the larger neighborhood,
Tenney Nursery’s member families
have a range of views regarding Dane
County’s proposal for locating the Day
Resource Center adjacent to the nursery
school and nearly everyone is eager to
know more about it. The nursery’s Board
of Directors understands that many ear-
nest people continue to weigh the Day
Resource Center’s potential benefits for
our community along with the potential
complications for the nursery. And just
like other parents before us, it is the
responsibility of the current Board to
ensure a thriving neighborhood nursery
school for our children and for those
that will come after them. As Board
members, we are concerned about main-
taining the healthy enrollment needed to
sustain Tenney Nursery’s business and
we chose not to support the County’s
proposal.

At our initial meeting with Dane
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County representatives in early October,
the Board shared our concerns with the
County’s Director of Human Services
and she agreed that some families in the
community, at least initially, will choose
not to enroll their children in Tenney
Nursery if the Day Resource Center is
located on the adjacent property. We
are doing our best to address this issue
going forward and we continue to listen
to our member families and the larger
community as we do so.

When the Dane County Board of
Supervisors deliberated approving the
negotiated purchase agreement, Tenney
Nursery requested the Board include an
amendment to their authorizing resolu-
tion. That amendment would have called
for the County to begin negotiating an
agreement with Tenney Nursery to ad-
dress our concerns and to advise the
County Board, prior to applying for a
Conditional Use Permit with the City
of Madison, whether such an agreement
could be reached. The County Board
declined to include that amendment
in the purchase authorization, but two
weeks later passed Dane County Reso-
lution 316, which recognized Tenney
Nursery & Parent Center’s concerns
with future operations and enrollment
levels and committed Dane County to
work to come to an agreement with Ten-
ney Nursery that will address business
concerns related to the Day Resource
Center.

As we prepare for the City of Madi-
son’s review of the anticipated applica-
tion for a Conditional Use Permit, we
hope that the upcoming discussions with
the County will be productive. The latest
information we have indicates that the
County’s architect for the project recom-
mends removing approximately half of
the existing structure from the site and
we anxiously await an initial design
proposal in the first part of the new year.

- Tenney Nursery & Parent Center

Board of Directors





